Complex viral and fungal skin lesions of patients with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome.
Three patients with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome were noted to have skin lesions in which there were histologic changes supporting the presence of both fungal and viral pathogens. Skin lesions were found in the patellar region in two patients and in the groin in one patient. Skin biopsies revealed massive epidermal hyperplasia, cytopathic changes of herpesvirus infection in all three patients, papillomavirus in one patient, and septate hyphae in the stratum corneum in all patients. The coexistence of fungal and viral infection produces an epidermal response that in some features resembles that seen in keratoacanthoma.